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April 17, 2004

Senator David A, Patexson
New York State Senate
Office of the Minority Leader
250 Broadway, Suite 193¢
New York, NY 10007-2543

‘Dear Senator Paterson:

Thank you, belatecly, for your letter to President Bollinger of March 30 about the efforts
of graduate student teachiug fellows and research assistants to form a union in collaboration with

the UAW. He has been traveling in Asia for several wecks and has asked me to respond on his
behalf.

We are very grateful for your long support for Columbia, and we appreciate your concetn
for our students, Ihave no doubt that the card count ﬂ:atyommﬂ‘hzlped certify was a fair one.
President Bollmgu and I hoth share your sense of the importance of unions.

" Our position on this particular issue, however, has been that graduate students are not
employees as defined by the National Labor Relations Act; and while the NLRB decisions of
several years ago in the NYU case and in the Columbia cage that followed it expressed a different
interpretation of the law, we believe that thess decisions should be reconsidered, That is why we
filed an appeal in 2000. We never imaged that the NLRB would delay mling for so long, and
we are as frustrated by this as are the studemts. But of course wehavcno control over the pace
of theix deliberations.

Iwanttoassureyo:tlmtmhavemadsclearto everyone at Cohmbia that students are
free to join or advocate & union, and even to sttike, without retribution, and we will work very
haa'dto see that this remains the case. We appmcmtcvmymuchm offer to help.
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